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Researchers develop new horse
behaviour software

Technology may improve our communication with animals

Computer software that could tell us what a horse is thinking and
feeling is being developed by experts at the University of Nottingham.

The Horse Automated Behaviour Tool (HABIT) aims to automatically
identify behaviour horses are exhibiting, and tell us whether they are
sick, stressed or suffering.

Researchers say the equipment could help us to understand behaviour |
and offer insights into how we can improve our communication with
animals.

Animal-computer Interaction (ACI)
is an emerging scientific discipline
that looks at the relationship
between technology and animals.

“Horses and all nonhuman animals are entitled to interaction
technologies that enrich rather than exploit,” said software developer
Dr Steve North.

“Anthropocentrism limits our understanding of human interaction in a multi-species world and currently there
isn't any software that can reliably analyse video footage and log what behaviours it sees and when. We
hope HABIT will also be able to assess how animals react to new surroundings.”

Animal-computer Interaction (ACI) is an emerging scientific discipline that looks at the relationship between
technology and animals.

The project, which has received funding from the University’s Mixed Reality Laboratory, brings together
experts in animal computer interaction, equitation science, ethology, animal behaviour and biomedical
engineering.

“It is really important that our vet students can interpret what an animal is telling you through its body
language,” said Dr Mandy Roshier, an expert in anatomy and behaviour at the University’s School of
Veterinary Medicine and Science.

“This can go some way to understanding its emotional state. Using equipment that can help us measure and
understand behaviour would provide important insights into how we can communicate with animals more.”
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Canoe the Zambezi for WVS

Q Worldwide
Veterinary Service (WVS)
are calling on vets and
veterinary nurses to take
partin their Zambezi
Canoe Challenge.

The fundraising

challenge will take place between 2-10
September and will see participants canoe
down the Zambezi river.

As well witnessing the most incredible
wildlife, participants will also have a unique
opportunity to visit an elephant orphanage
in Lusaka where many of these animals are
rehabilitated.

For further informationor to book your place
visit wys.org.uk I

S

' ™

Latest News

All leading supermarkets commit to end sale of
caged eggs
03rd August 2016

Discovery sheds light on how vertebrates see
03rd August 2016

Steps taken to address GSD concerns
03rd August 2016

Green monkeys 'acquired S. aureus from humans'
03rd August 2016

Canoe the Zambezi for WS
02nd August 2016

RVC launches new equine locomotor
research course

12


http://mrcvs.co.uk/en/index.php
http://mrcvs.co.uk/en/jobs-main-page.php
http://mrcvs.co.uk/en/sa-main-page.php
http://mrcvs.co.uk/en/eq-main-page.php
http://mrcvs.co.uk/en/fa-main-page.php
http://mrcvs.co.uk/en/ind-main-page.php
http://mrcvs.co.uk/en/pm-main-page.php
http://mrcvs.co.uk/en/vn-main-page.php
http://mrcvs.co.uk/en/wl-main-page.php
http://mrcvs.co.uk/en/ex-main-page.php
http://mrcvs.co.uk/en/index.php
http://mrcvs.co.uk/en/practicetoday.php
https://www.visionline.co.uk/en/register.php
javascript:mrcvsLogin();
http://mrcvs.co.uk/en//news/14772/Green-monkeys-'acquired-S.-aureus-from-humans'
http://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/mrcvs/id407626618?mt=8
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://mrcvs.co.uk/en/news/14685/Researchers-develop-new-horse-behaviour-software
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fmrcvs.co.uk%2Fen%2Fnews%2F14685%2FResearchers-develop-new-horse-behaviour-software&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&text=Current%20News%3A%20Researchers%20develop%20new%20horse%20behaviour%20software&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmrcvs.co.uk%2Fen%2Fnews%2F14685%2FResearchers-develop-new-horse-behaviour-software&via=mrcvsonline
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/research/groups/mixedrealitylab/index.aspx
http://vetcommunity.com/
https://www.visionline.co.uk/en/register.php
http://www.ccoas.com/ccoas/cpd-event-looking-clients/
https://wvs.org.uk/how-you-can-help/fundraising/zambezi-canoe-challenge?utm_source=WVS+Newsletter&utm_campaign=97df00431b-ZambeziCanoeChallengeEmailer&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_45545269b6-97df00431b-301397309&mc_cid=97df00431b&mc_eid=4884730fbb
http://mrcvs.co.uk/en//news/14775/All-leading-supermarkets-commit-to-end-sale-of-caged-eggs
http://mrcvs.co.uk/en//news/14774/Discovery-sheds-light-on-how-vertebrates-see
http://mrcvs.co.uk/en//news/14773/Steps-taken-to-address-GSD-concerns
http://mrcvs.co.uk/en//news/14772/Green-monkeys-'acquired-S.-aureus-from-humans'
http://mrcvs.co.uk/en//news/14771/Canoe-the-Zambezi-for-WVS-

